
Autumn  Conference  Programme 2010 

 
Friday     

17.00 Council meeting at hotel - Best Western Valley Hotel, Buildwas Road, Ironbridge, Telford, TF8 

7DW. 

 
 

19.30 Dinner at hotel 

 
 

 

 

Saturday 



07.30am Breakfast 

 

09.15  Coach to Shrewsbury 

 

10.00  St. Maryôs Church ï 4 manual Binns (1912.  NPOR: N04612)   

 
 

 

St. Maryôs is the only complete medieval church surviving in Shrewsbury.  The spire is said to be the 

third highest in England. Dating from the 12
th
 century, the church has been successively enlarged and 

embellished with a wealth of  stained glass, monuments, carvings and furnishings.   



 
 

There is a world-class collection of stained glass, some of it over 600 years old, including the huge 14
th
 

century east window.  

 



 

 

Over the nave there is a magnificent 15
th
 century carved oak ceiling with a profusion of birds, animals 

and angels.   

 

 
 

 

 

No longer used for regular worship, St. Maryôs is in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust. 

Walk (level) to Unitarian Church ï about 5 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11.30  Unitarian Church ï 2 manual Conacher (1913.  NPOR: N01395)   

 

 



 
 

Charles Darwin was born in Shrewsbury and this is where the family of the young Charles Darwin 

worshipped.   

 

His early education was at Shrewsbury School, which at that time was in the middle of the town.  His 

mother, Susannah, was a member of the Wedgwood family of pottery fame and there is a ñWedgwoodò 

frieze around the church interior.   

 

Darwin would not have known the Peter Conacher organ, which was installed in 1914, some 22 years 

after his death. 

 



 

The Shrewsbury organs were demonstrated by Nigel Pursey, who is Associate Master of the Music at the 

Abbey Church, Shrewsbury.  

 

 
 

 

 

12.45  Coach to Oakengates, Telford 

 



13.30  Buffet lunch at Oakengates United Church 

 

  Organ ï 2 manual Longstaff & Jones (1983.  NPOR: N00672) 

 

 
 

 
 



 

14.30  Business meeting 

 

16.00  Coach to Ironbridge ï walk (downhill) to St. Lukeôs ï about 10 minutes 

 

16.30  St. Lukeôs Church ï 2 manual Nicholson & Lord (1900.  NPOR: N04699) 

 

 
 



 
 

Walk (downhill) to the hotel ï by  road, or 110 steps to the iron bridge and walk along  

the riverside, The Wharfage ï about 10 minutes.   

 

 
 

 


